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This presentation explains the revised assessment rationale and strategy.

Further to my explanation of the assessment rationale during the first synchronous session on 3rd February 2021, and that it being subject to change, I now confirm that it has indeed changed. The change is as follows:

. The Research Proposal, still with submission deadline of midday (12-noon) of Friday 14th May 2021, will now constitute 60% of the overall module mark.
. Submission of the weekly readings AND at least one response to the post of a fellow student (as described below) will constitute the remaining 40% of the overall module mark. 
Each week, on the Thursday preceding the next synchronous session, a weekly paper is prescribed for your reading and analysis. This analysis, which you should perform according to the First Session Paper: "How to read a paper" by Keshav, S. (2012) must be submitted in the appropriate forum by 8am of the Wednesday for which discussion of that paper is scheduledd. Please see the Schedule 2021 in the Main Menu on the left. Your analysis will also inform the breakout rooms discussion of that paper which is hosted using MS-Teams.

Please post your analysis of the Weekly Papers in the appropriate discussion forum and respond to at least one other student's post. Your weekly posts and critique or constructive criticism of at least one other student's post (over the remaining eight weeks) will contribute 40% to the overall assessment. Assessment is based on your participation in this forum as well as on the quality of your posts.

I trust that you will find engagement with your peers, in this community of learning, both exciting and challenging and thank you to those students (especially those who participated in both synchronous sessions on Wednesday 17th February 2021, for your messages and feedback of support for the change in the assessment rationale) which I had intimated to, in the first session on 3rd February.

Best wishes,
Mayen
· 
Some details on the Research Proposal Project
(Includes updates denoted in blue with yellow highlight)
In order to cover the topics of research methodology, the course structure will allow the development of a research proposal on a topic concerning ethical and professional issues. Students will be introduced to research methods and ethics / professionalism in parallel. There are several milestones and deliverables that will ensure that students will successfully submit a proposal. The main deliverable will be a research project proposal containing:
• Title
• Abstract
• Background / introduction
• Research question (should be clear, focused, unambiguous, achievable)
• Review of relevant literature, which demonstrates that the research question covers a gap in the literature
• Critical review of applicable research methodologies, which discusses available methodologies with regards to the research question, issues of data collection and analysis. Choice of methodology should be clearly justified
• Detailed project plan
• Relevant references
• Appendices (appendices should be used to provide the research instrument or equivalent, e.g. a survey, case study protocol, interview plan, observation plan etc.)
• Consideration of ethical issues should also be included in appendices (use research student form available on the Faculty of Technology HRE website)
The project proposal (typically around 3000 words long) is the main component of the module assessment, worth 60% of the module mark (Changed from 100% to 60% on 17 Feb 2021 in light of the revised assessment strategy). It should use the Harvard style of referencing and it CANNOT use Internet references (this does not rule out academic journal references which are accessible through the DMU resources and library web site). The proposal must be submitted in electronic form to Turnitin, the plagiarism detection system built into Blackboard. No work will be marked if not submitted via Turnitin.
Please note that for the purpose of this course work, you are required to write a research proposal only, which includes a literature review background on your research’s topic, a literature review background on research methodologies, and a project plan (i.e. using a Gantt Chart) for all tasks and timings that you feel would be needed to do to conduct your research. However you are not asked to carry out the research, i.e. you do not have to collect or analyse any data.
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